
BUILDING CONNECTIONS  

The concept of Six Degrees of Separation refers to the theory that every person in the world can 
be traced to another person in six or fewer steps. This theory proposes the thought that, given 
any circumstance, we can find ways of being connected to potentially any other person in the 
world. While this notion seems impossible, it gives us hope that if we are persistently curious and 
ready to take initiative, we can open a pathway to creating more profound relationships, both 
with other people, and with ourselves. This hypothesis fascinates us, and we believe that as 
people who live in a digital age of possibilities, it is imperative to explore the aspects of 
connection in our lives, in order to become more up-to-date with the world around us, as well as 
broadening our perspectives to gain a wider sense of knowledge of our own being. Therefore, we 
have been trying to channel the notion of connection within the school, as well as encouraging 
students to do the same in their own lives. 

 
Building a Connection with Ourselves 
Throughout the year so far, we have strived to focus on the importance of reflection and thought. 
Due to the fast pace at which the world around us moves, we often forget to take time to ensure 
that we are connected to ourselves, and focus on our own personal growth and development. 

This year, our School mascot is Tigger, and through Tigger’s values and characteristics, we based 
each term on a theme- Creativity, Kindness, Confidence and Unity. 

In Term 1, we encouraged girls to explore their sense of creativity, through different methods and 
aspects of their lives. The girls enjoyed participating in house dance and drama, and expressing 
their creativity through their input in the rehearsal process. It’s always amazing to see the level of 
professionalism and teamwork that is the result of performances such as house dance and 
drama, and this year was no exception. 

At the start of Term 2, as a way of concluding the theme of creativity, we ran a live art therapy 
workshop at assembly, based on YouTube channel Soul Pancake’s “Science of Happiness”. Our 
staff and student participant had the opportunity to convey the things that are important to them 
onto a painting of themselves, surrounded by the colours that correspond to the valuable things 
in their lives. It was a fascinating process to see the positivity that was generated from this 
activity based around creating and reflecting. At the same time, it encouraged us to find creative 
outlets for our expression and discover innovative ways of staying connected with our passions. 

The theme of kindness began with the introduction of a student board. The board encourages 
students to connect with one another through responding to different prompts such as “What 
inspires you?” and from this, students can learn from each other and gain different insights in an 
interactive way. We also introduced the use of “shoutouts”, both on the student board and in 
assembly. Any student or staff can write an act of kindness that they have experienced or 
witnessed on the student board as a sign of gratitude, and selections of these are read out at 
assembly. Through activities like these, we hope to help both the students and staff find positivity 
in what looks like dreary weather ahead! 



Building a Connection with the School Community 
We are proud to be part of the Camberwell Girls family, part of a family who learn, grow, question 
and dream together. In a school community as collaborative, engaged and connected as 
Camberwell Girls, you would think it would be impossible to strengthen this connection, right? 
Well think again. This year, as the Camberwell school community, we are more connected than 
ever, and it is evident throughout all we do as students and as teachers. 

With social media becoming a bigger force in our lives every day, we decided to utilise its power 
and form our own Camberwell Instagram page ‘@wearecggs’. The purpose of the page is simple- 
to share stories of the wonderful students and teachers in our school community. We tend to 
focus on girls and teachers whose stories are unique and may otherwise go unheard or on 
interesting activities and events that are happening around the school. We certainly have enjoyed 
delving deeper into the lives of various members of our school community, and are positive that 
its role in strengthening connectivity throughout the school has been profound. 

If you were to ask any of us for a time in our high school years, in which we felt the school 
community was most connected, there is no doubt that all of our answers would feature a house 
event of some description. Whether you’re a proud Taylorite, Schofieldian, Lawrencian or 
Singletonian, this year, the level of connectedness and participation in our house events has been 
phenomenal. The year began with the annual House Athletics Carnival. In blazing 30 degree heat, 
girls ran, threw, jumped and cheered their hearts out. The same continued with the House Dance 
and Drama evening, in which the final products displayed over the two nights truly exposed the 
culmination of six weeks of leadership, commitment, hard-work and of course, connection 
between all year levels. This term, the House Cross Country highlighted the overwhelming 
presence of connectedness that had accumulated throughout term 1. Running the gruelling 
3.2km course, it was the fantastic support from girls in every year level on the course that was a 
fantastic source of motivation. 

We are all ecstatic to see the further development of connectivity as we venture further into Term 
2, feature more of you on @wearecggs, sing our hearts out at House Music and most importantly, 
grow as a school community as no matter how unique we all may be, we all belong to the 
Camberwell family, we are all connected and this is a special bond that can never be broken. 

 
Building a Connection with the Wider Community 
The first quarter of the year has proved to be a positive beginning to the legacy we wish to leave 
with the school. According to the six degrees of separation theory, we are all interconnected in 
one way or another. We are the fruits, leaves, flowers and branches of the same tree- the actions 
of one will always affect another. We have endeavoured to foster in every student, an awareness 
of the wider community. Learning to look beyond the ‘bubble’ we live or study in, and beyond the 
privileges we have, is crucial to making a difference to the world. We hope for all our girls to 
become catalysts for positive change within the local and global community. 

Last December, we held a leadership training day for the newly appointed school leaders and 
house leaders. It takes leadership, generosity and selflessness to put ourselves aside and think 
about the people beyond our school community. We decided to put our cooking skills to the test, 
and bake cookies for three community organisations: Vicky’s Place Refuge for women, Basscare 
Residential Home for the elderly, and Hawthorn Community House Drop-in Lunch for the 



homeless. A simple gesture like taking one’s own time to bake sweet treats can truly put a smile 
on another’s dial, and brighten their day. As our 2016 leaders bustled in and out of the Food 
Technology facilities, the smell of delicious, aromatic chocolate chip cookies flooded the school. 
The organisations were absolutely overjoyed and touched by the generosity of our students, in 
reaching out to form connections with the wider community. 

This March, CGGS hosted an activity with Camberwell Grammar School, which involved the packing 
of birthing kits for women in developing countries. Every year, nearly 385,000 women in 
developing countries will die from childbirth. Lacking simple yet crucial essentials such as 
adequate medical attention, equipment and effective maternal education, perpetuates the cyclical 
nature of ever-increasing mortality rates amongst pregnant women and infants. The activity saw 
girls and boys come together to raise awareness about the disadvantages that women face in the 
global community. Undoubtedly, such cooperation sets a great precedent for future boys and girls, 
to fight alongside and for each other rather than against. We were truly overwhelmed by the 
number of students who displayed a passion for helping the community, and signed up to 
participate. We ended up hosting more than 70 enthusiastic young change-makers, who packed a 
total of 400 birthing kits- a reflection of the incredible efforts and spectacular achievements by 
all. 

At Camberwell, our eyes are always looking up towards the twinkle of the stars and the light of 
the future. We are pleased to announce that plans for the upcoming annual Winter Sleep Out and 
charity CGS vs CGGS netball match are well under way. We also have many plans to allow girls to 
become more active within the wider community, through supporting causes that are close to our 
hearts, such as providing assistance to refugees, raising awareness about mental health, and 
exciting events that aim to empower women. 

In the words of Nelson Mandela, the inspirational humanitarian leader renowned for devoting his 
life to helping his community- “Our human compassion binds us the one to the other- not in pity 
or patronisingly, but as human beings who have learnt how to turn our common suffering into 
hope for the future”. There will never be true equality and justice, until we can all live 
harmoniously and happily amongst each other as one big global community. We look forward to 
harnessing the passions and skills of our girls to creating a better world for all. 

The year has begun with such a burst of new ideas, improvements and zest that one can only 
continue to patiently await what surprises the rest of the year will bring us- and we hereby 
promise you that it is sure to be fantastic! Remember to look after yourselves and look after each 
other as we embrace the 2016 themes of creativity, kindness, confidence and unity. As womens 
rights activist, Harriet Lerner, encapsulates beautifully, “Only through our connectedness to others, 
can we really know and enhance the self- and only through working on the self, can we begin to 
enhance our connectedness to others.” 
 

With love, 
 

Your 2016 School Captains


